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ally been protected by the law, and only restricted
from settlement in certain parts of the Empire.
They were for a time encouraged to colonise parts of
the Ukraine, and though it may seem futile, and
even tyrannical, to settle Jews on the land as agri-
culturists, it must be remembered that instances were
on record in which Jews had taken to a country life
of themselves, or had been induced to adopt it.
Clarke, who travelled through Poland in 1778, tells
us that there "Jews cultivate the ground, and we
frequently saw them engaged in sowing, reaping,
mowing, and other works of husbandry."l Maria
Theresa actually established Jewish agricultural
colonies with partial and temporary success in
Bohemia*. Therefore we need not assume that the
race is incapable of husbandry ; and that the Jews
in Russia have generally abandoned or sub-let their
land in the Ukraine2 is probably due to the fact that
they have seen more profitable and congenial em-
ployment open to them in the cities. Their position,
though not a dignified or pleasant one, has been, till
lately, tolerably endurable to a people that has no
recent memories of independence. As long as they
retained their faith they were shut out from the court,
from office, and from society; but as contractors,
merchants, tradesmen, money-lenders, middlemen,
and smugglers, they have been able to do a great
deal of profitable business. They were trusted and
employed by the police during the unsuccessful Polish
rising of 1864-65 ; and now and again some of the
brighter of them, such as Jessy Helfman and Aaron
Zundelevitch, have sympathised with the plans of the

1 Qarke's Travels in Poland\ book ii. chap. vii. p. 237.
% Wallace's Russia, pp. 374, 37^.